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By John Blake, Jr.,, Esq., Tarlow, Breed, Hart, Murphy & Rodgers, P.C.
R.E. orgs. become active in lobbying
legislatures to avoid cutting budgets

As TVETVIIE kR AWAre, firsil
15 miost have experienced first-
hand, the economic downturn
E] hlll\.illh' a
drastic impet
on reEnaires ol
deeds .1|'||i
other munici-
gl apencies
Budget cuts
result in fewer
pErsonmnel
'hr.||=|'|:|;|: ”'J:i"'l-'ll"" findl odher
(Lt Crnment s g |I-q.'il'-\.i|l|:l_'r.;|l_"_-
mg with the renl estate pro-
fession, forcing withdrawal of
servioes thnt we ns real eElale
professionals may take for
rranted, and without which
are lves become that mach
more dilTicalt.

Reduced Porsonnel

An example of this phenom-
aeen at the
Middlesex South District Heg-
imbry ol Deastls in Massachu-
aetis in late December of last
vear. Budget cuts resulted in

[F iR WHE

o reduction in the number of

FEEIELTY counter personnel,
which in turn resulled 16 o
Ii.I'|.'|:l.':\-' LN sOme ClRBeE a :|.;|_l. or
longerd in recording docu-
maenis. Tiile examiners sctu-
I“'\. hiaredd L '|:-i:-|| '|||'|"I:'|i- gl resil
b it in the recording line
while they continmuwed thedir
work ]tl'\-\.ll"lhl'll._' of (s T e T

tians nearly ground to a halt
al one ol the busiest, if not the
et ta-aenaitive, tirmes of the
Vear

Cuthbacks are affecting all
Mmanner of EoRilins n gov
erment ns waell Hl"-l_'l_'"'_l:h E
Chief Title Examiner and
ef Engineer for the Massa
chuseits Land Court both re-
taredl, and their positiomns have
wirll L b Tl lisdd .

Changes in Policies

Shrinking budgets affect
CONVEYANCINE privetioes in less
obvious ways as well
MEFIEL I o P LIEET [HATLiES
to provide zelf-addressoed
:-l.:l!l:||H'l\.| =% -I'I.IIJH'h bsnfore re-
turmang ongmnals, the retarn
of which can take conzider
ably longer. Many nre scaling
back services such ns the
|'.|:h.|l'||.f ol ;J|l-|rl_l|||l_'|ll_'\-_ which
wias formerly done ne & cour-
tesy. Also, there are fewer
stmfl [Elg e LR |i|'\-;,'|_||||g-r||-:
miailed in for reeording, and in
fnct some registries in Massa-
chuseita actively discourmge
that practice aliopether

While relief from the fiseal
wines of state amd local govern
meEnts may e seme way ol
the real estate practitioner
shoubd take o pro-nctinne np-
|:||'n_|-,'|:| r|.-|1r':-l.--|1:'l:4_-i||g |_'.||.||_:|‘|'_
‘ofl-guard” by one of the un-
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heralded changes. As more
amd more municipal services
migrate to the internet,
changes in policies can be
iracked almest in real time, A
valuable resouroe for finding
welidibiss Jor regastries ol deeds,
as well a2 other fodernl, stote
and !1'|lcl|'|'||:'|jh'|| Agencres, 18
wwrw firstgov . com,
Title Insurnnee Cos.

Tithe insurance companbes
havwe also stopped in to help
convevanoers caught in the fis-
ol mrass ['I'llrinl_ﬂl'.ll alsowe-
mentioned year-end crisis in
Middlesex LCounty, several
takle i:ll-|Jt':l.l!|l'\'l'l.1l|l:l|:\\.|||il_l-: L
imlormatin o their agents
coneerning gap coverage
Iwhich insures over 10T = -
g encumbrances bebween tha
11474 |-|--:'||"«.i|'.|.-_' ;||.|_| rl_-.,'rlrli:nl_:l
m an effort to overcome the
delavs in recording.

Title Examiners

||i|.'.'il|,: |'||'||: ] I|||' e
chan prove invaluable., As the
dwindling number of registry
|:d.'rr-||l1ll.|"|:i|:'|' .-Ir':|i|:||'|_| I|:-||‘||_ Ir
limaits, comveyaneers must rely
misre wpsn title examiners to
insure that sven I|‘||l o=l fon
i record iI:I,::- tnk |||-||. 5 N &
timely fashion. Checking in
with title examiners, the
iltlli:r.'ll':.".'l ] nnd enes at thae
regualry, can provade advanoe

warning of changes in policy.
This is -|':-'jh~|;i.|'|“:|. TFiaE bf fil-
nicipalities where yvou work
|"||'I"-lq|||l||!|_l,'
Conclusion

The budget probdems of the
state and local governments
mnay not recede Fl:r B L.
The effects of the changes be-
ing made now may last bongor
than we expect, or may even
become n permanent reality
Worse yet, progress on capital
VTP eTIen L rojescls, e s
the
internetl and imghng of in-
struments. may 2low. |hese
changes are vitnl o the real
eatate professional’s abality to
meeet clicnits’ IRCPEAENnE (fi=-
maunds for timely delivery of
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Bar ss=ociations and other
real exlate organizations have
Tariz |t'||'1||.'1il.'|' i|| ||||||:.l. myr lege-
15 lmtures to avoid cutting mua-
el budgets in arens that
haves |'.|-|._-:|I_i'..'|I I psdct on real
estate services This effort
shvou bl be joined by s many as
poasible zo that the real estate
|.||uf-|-.-xiu-|| ChAn Gonbinue Lo
evalve,

records necess 1||||||,|:|_'|
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